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Message from Dr. Smith
Hello All: 
We continue to look forward to having an 
Awards Ceremony and Induction for our Class 
of 2020.  The awards ceremony will be sched-
uled for a date in August, 2022. 
The AHHOF board members are so proud to 
present our first class of Finley Scholars. The 
scholars program was established in honor 
of Dr. Wayne H. Finley and his wife, the late 
Sarah Crews Finley. I know that you want to 
read about the outstanding student honorees 
in this newsletter. A big thanks goes out to the 
committee chair Dr. Christy Harris Lemak and 
her members Dr. Max Michael, Dr. Arlene H. 
Morris, Dr. Richard Powers and Charlotte  
Wynn CRNP, for the creation and execution of 
this program.

We are happy to welcome new board member, 
Michael D. Hogue,  PharmD, FAPha, FNAP.  Dr. 
Hogue is only the second Alabama pharmacist 
to serve as President of the American Pharmacy 
Association. He is well known throughout 
the country for his role impacting millions 
of patients who have been immunized by 
pharmacists who would have otherwise been 
untreated.

Thank you and stay safe.

George C. Smith, Sr., M.D.  
Chairman, Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame  
smithsrmd@aol.com

Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame Names 
Inaugural Cohort of Finley Scholars

Dr. George Smith

The Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame has recognized four students at universities across the state as future 
leaders in their fields. In addition to a scholarship prize of $2,000, each awardee will be known as a Finley Scholar.

Here is the first cohort of scholars along with a quote from their nomination letter:

Catherine Miranda Authement 
Doctor of Physical Therapy Student  
University of  South Alabama

“She frequently takes the lead during in-class projects.  She also demonstrates respect and 
appreciation for each member’s contribution and is able to utilize each student’s strength 
to improve the overall quality of submissions.”

Angelica Baker
Senior Nursing Student 
Auburn University

“She has led mission trips to Central America, managed undergraduate and graduate 
students in the Forestry Health Dynamics Lab and has helped tutor students in the 
biological sciences as a learning assistant.”



Darian Bester
MS Student in Occupational Therapy
University of Alabama at Birmingham

“She has been a leader both in the classroom and community during her tenure here 
at UAB.  Not only does she have the academic qualifications, but she has a passion for 
helping others. For example, she currently provides respite care for a family with a child 
with Rett Syndrome.”

 Hollie Thweatt
Nursing Student
Jacksonville State University

“She is a strong patient advocate who is loving, caring, and honest with her patients. Her 
goal has been to empower patients so they can make educated decisions about themselves 
and their health care. She genuinely cares for them, especially patients with limitations to 
health care.”

Finley Scholars ~ continued

Chairman, George C. Smith, Sr., MD 
Family Practice Physician 

President, Dennis M. Stanard, MA 

Jorge Alsip, MD, MBA 
Chief Medical Information Officer, UAB Health System 

Gerhard A.W. Boehm, MD, FACS 
General Surgery 

E. Chandler Bramlett, FACHE
Retired CEO, Infirmary Health System 

Kenneth Brewington, MD 
Retired Physician and Hospital Administrator 

Doreen Harper, PhD 
Dean, UAB School of Nursing 

Joel Patton Hearn, DMD 
Past President Ala. Dental Assn. and Dental Alumni Assn. 

Michael D. Hogue, PharmD, FAPha, FNAP
Past President American Pharmacists Association 

Christy Harris Lemak, PhD, FACHE 
Chair, Department of Health Services Admin. UAB

Max Michael, MD 
Professor, Dean Emeritus, UAB School Public Health 

Arlene H. Morris, RN, MSN, EdD 
Retired Professor of Nursing, Auburn Univ./Montgomery

Past President ASNA 

Richard E. Powers, MD 
Medical Director, Behavioral Health, VIVA Inc. 

Charlotte Wynn, MSN, CRNP
Past President ASNA 

Kenneth Yohn, MD 
Retired Physician 

Ex Officio: 
Alan Hartley, CPA 

Carol Mitchell 
Noland Health Services 

A Special Thanks to Our AHHOF Board Members

The new award is in honor of AHHOF honorees Wayne H. Finley, M.D., Ph.D. and his wife, the late Sarah Crews 
Finley, M.D., who co-founded the first medical genetics program in the southeast region of the U.S. The Finley’s are 
widely recognized as pioneers I the field of genetics.  After 33 years of service to UAB, and upon their retirement in 
1996, President Claude Bennett stated that scientists Sarah and Wayne Finley “have been and will always remain an 
institutional treasure of UAB.”

To learn more about the Finley Scholars program, contact Dennis Stanard at dmstanard@icloud.com.
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2020 Hall of Fame Honorees
The Awards Luncheon for our current class of honorees has been postponed due to COVID-19 precautions.  
An invitation will be sent to our many supporters. More complete biographical summaries can be found at our 
website, www.healthcarehof.org

Charles C. Butterworth, Jr., MD 
(deceased):  UAB Professor and  
expert researcher of tropical  
anemias and folic acid metabolism. 
Dr. Butterworth received AMA  
Goldberger Award and AMA  
Distinguished Professor Award.

Michael A. Callahan, Sr., MD:  
Prolific eye surgeon at Birmingham’s 
Eye Foundation Hospital; President 
of International Retinal Research; 
AMAA Distinguished Service Award

Joseph L. Fontenot, MD: Pioneer 
interventional cardiologist and one  
of the first in Alabama to perform 
heart catheterizations. He developed  
personal eyesight problems and  
became nationally recognized as  
Certified Low Vision Therapist 
(CLVT). 

Henry A. Frazer, PharmD:  
Established the Drug Research and 
Analysis Corporation of Montgomery. 
The firm’s research lead to FDA’s  
approval of over 60 new drugs,  
enabling free healthcare service to 
thousands. 

William Kendrick Hare, PhD, 
MD (deceased): Professor of  
pharmacology and Chairman of 
the Department of Pediatrics at the 
Medical College of Alabama. The 
University of Ala. Board of Trustees 
recognized him as a brilliant scientist 
with deep concern for others. 

Howard Houser, PhD: Professor 
Emeritus in the UAB Department of 
Health Services Administration. Dr. 
Houser and Dr. Mathew McNulty 
developed a curriculum that has led 
to the #1 ranked masters program 
(MSHA) in the U.S.

Cynthia Selleck, PhD, RN, FNP, 
FAAN: Emeritus Professor at UAB 
School of Nursing. She was awarded 
the “Power of One Award” from 
the Nurse Practitioners of Alabama 
Alliance for leadership. 

Sergio Stagno, MD: With 25 years  
of service to UAB as a physician  
scientist, Dr. Stagno is known to be 
an outstanding clinical physician, 
renowned researcher, and outstanding 
teacher. 

Zack Studstill, M.Ed., DMD:  
Practiced dentistry in Montgomery  
for over 45 years and was appointed 
Executive Director of the Alabama 
Dental Association. He received Most 
Excellent Fellow Award from ADA. 
 

William Jefferson Terry, MD 
(deceased): Alabama’s first pediatric 
urologist. Several organizations have 
honored Dr. Terry for surgical care 
provided to children in underserved 
areas. AMA presented Dr. Terry a  
special award for meritorious service. 

Celia A. Wallace: Co-founder and  
current CEO of Southern Medical 
Health Systems ( owner of Mobile’s 
Springhill Medical Center). She is 
known for extensive philanthropic  
and community service. 

Richard C. Whitaker: Continues an 
outstanding record of over 46 years as 
Director of Governmental Relations 
and Public Affairs for MASA. Mr. 
Whitaker is known for skillfully  
guiding healthcare legislation. 



The Alabama Department of Public Health reports that 
over 18,000 healthcare workers have contracted COVID 19 
serving the people of our state.  We do not know how many 
of these individuals have died from the disease as a result 
of their service. The aftermath of the COVID 19 epidemic 
on Alabama’s health care workers will probably impact an 
entire generation of Alabama’s medical professionals. 

The Alabama Health Care Hall of Fame is the only 
independent Alabama organization that exists to recognize 
and salute all of our state’s healthcare workers who 
demonstrate outstanding devotion, leadership, expertise, 
and courage in the healthcare service of Alabama’s citizens. 
This year, we were overwhelmed by worthy candidates.  
The recipients should include workers from doctors, 
pharmacists, dentists, nurses, respiratory therapists who 
have saved lives on a daily basis, to environmental services 
staff who cleaned the contaminated ICU rooms and kept 
everyone safe.  Healthcare workers in hospitals, nursing 
homes, doctor’s offices, and emergency services have risked 
their lives for us.  Their families have borne the same 
uncertainty as service members’ families whose loved ones 
are deployed in combat zones.  These workers have carried 
the pain and suffering associated with COVID deaths for 
the rest of Alabama’s society.  Like our military, these fellow 
Alabamians have answered the call without hesitation.  
While focused on saving lives and protecting coworkers, 
they have also worried about bringing this deadly disease 
home to family or neighbors, This double burden has 
placed extraordinary mental and physical health strains 
on these skilled professionals. Every Alabama healthcare 
worker is a precious, scarce resource for our state.  

Alabamians cannot afford to 
lose any of these workers, and 
we cannot thank them enough 
for their service.  

As taught in America’s 
military, these dedicated 
individuals have “held the 
line” when confronted by 
overwhelming adversity, 
suffering, and risk of death 
caused by the pandemic.  
Our state should acknowledge this sacrifice and extend 
all possible support to these individuals, from the ICU 
teams to the custodial staff. Alabama’s public and medical 
leadership should embrace the same central concept of our 
nation’s armed forces: “No man left behind.” We should 
honor and support these medical veterans of the war on 
this pandemic as we have shown devotion to our military 
veterans both on and off the battlefield. 

The Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame recognizes all of 
our devoted healthcare workers who sacrificed and kept us 
safe, especially those individuals who, as President Lincoln 
described, “have given their last full measure of devotion” 
to fulfill their duty to their patients and our communities.  
We grieve for their loss and express our thanks to their 
families for their service to our state.  

Richard E Powers, MD,  
Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame Board Member
*Originally published in March, 2021

600 Corporate Parkway, Suite 125 
Birmingham, Alabama 35242  

Cell 205.561.7911 
Email dmstanard@icloud.com

AHHOF President Dennis Stanard

Dr. Richard E. Powers

Plan Now for Future Hall of Fame 
Nominations

Board Member Richard E. Powers, MD., Salutes 
Alabama Healthcare Workers

Chances are you know an outstanding medical professional deserving of 
induction into the Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame. Twelve honorees are 
selected every other year and there is plenty of time to nominate outstanding 
healthcare professionals for the Class of 2024.  For complete information on the 
nomination entry and entry form, visit our website at www.healtlhcarehof.org 
(click on nominations heading). The AHHOF website also presents biographical 
sketches of over 175 past honorees.
 


